MAYNOOTH COLLEGE. 




REPORT of a Visitation held at the College of Maynooth, 
on the 4th day of June 1861. 



To The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 

May it please Your Majesty, 

We the undersigned visitors of the College of Maynooth, in pursuance of the 
Act passed in the Session held in the 8th and 9th years of Your Majesty’s 
reign, entitled, “ An Act to amend two Acts passed in Ireland, for the better 
Education of Persons professing the Roman Catholic Religion, &c-,” and also an 
Act passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdon for amending the said two 
Acts, held, on Tuesday the 4th of June 1861, a visitation of the said college. 

We met at 12 o’clock, the hour appointed, in the reception room of the 
college ; the minutes of the last visitation having been read, and the order of the 
visitation arranged, we proceeded to the great hall of the college, where the 
superiors, professors, and students were assembled. The names of the superiors, 
professors, and students were called over by the senior dean : all the superiors, 
all the professors, with the exception of one who was absent on leave, and 486 
students, were found to be in attendance ; eight students, although in residence, 
were prevented by illness from attending the visitation ; 30 were reported absent 
on sick leave ; the total number on the college books being 524, of whom 10 
are bursars. They are distributed as follows: — Dunboyne students, 14; first 
class of divinity, 26 ; second ditto, 60 ; third ditto, 9 1 ; fourth ditto, 82 ; class 
of natural philosophy, 64 ; logic class, 81 ; rhetoric class, 59 ; humanity class, 
47. The roll having been called over, we proceeded to inquire whether the 
President had any complaint to make ? He replied that he had none, the con- 
dition of the college, both moral and literary, during the past year, having been 
in his opinion perfectly satisfactory. 

We made a similar inquiry of the other superiors and professors, and finally 
of the students ; who made no complaint. We renewed, on this occasion, the 
notice ordinarily given to the community, that, if any cause of complaint should 
arise in the college before the next visitation, whether it affected the superiors, 
professors, or students, we would receive and attend to any such complaint, 
if authenticated by the signature of the complainant, and forwarded to any of 
the visitors. We then inquired whether the oath of allegiance had been taken 
by the students. 

The President informed us that every student now in the college has taken 
the oath of allegiance, with the exception of seven, who were absent at the time 
of the last January quarter sessions, and 17 who have entered since that date; 
all these will be required to take the oath of allegiance on the next occasion at 
which they can attend quarter sessions. It was then asked, If in the number 
and names of the superiors and professors of the college, or in their respective 
duties or salaries, any change had taken place since the last visitation ? The 
President replied that, in these respects, all was as at the last visitation. He 
then informed us that since that time, 100 candidates had presented themselves 
for matriculation, of whom nine had been rejected and 91 received, viz., at the 
general entrance examination, 56; at the September examination, 10; in 
November, eight ; in January, 1 1 ; and in March, six. Of these, four were, 
admitted to the class of theology, three to that of natural philosophy, 12 to that 
of logic, 25 to that of rhetoric, and 47 to that of humanity. We inquired 
whether any improvement had been made in the accommodation, or in the 
dietary of the college since the last visitation. The President informed us, that 
both remained the same ; but that preparations for some important alterations 
have been made, viz., for the building of a new infirmary, for lighting the 
college with gas, for heating the apartments of the students, and for staunch- 
ing the windows of the western wing of the college ; that, pursuant to the 
23 & 24 Yict. c. 104, s. 1,2, the trustees had entered into a negotiation with the 
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Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, for an advance of the funds neces- 
sary for the completion of the works above specified ; that all the plans of the 
proposed works are in readiness ; that advertisements have been issued, calling 
for proposals for their execution ; and that it was hoped that in a few weeks 
the proposed works would be in actual progress. 

We inquired as to the sanitary condition of the college ; the President replied, 
that, owing to the unusual severity of the past season, the health of the com- 
munity had been below the average. In the month of December, no fewer than 
78 students were on the sick list on the same day ; and in the other months the 
maximum numbers on one day were as follows : September, 27 ; October, 38 ; 
November, 60 ; January, 46 ; February, 47 (not including some of the invalids 
who remained at home after the Christmas vacation) ; March, 43 ; April, 36 ; 
May, 36. During the whole season, 45 cases of serious illness were reported, 
17 of which were attended with considerable danger. Of this entire number, 
five died, three in the college and two at their homes ; 26 recovered satis- 
factorily, and 14 still remain invalids, in various degrees of delicacy. An 
unusual proportion of these cases were of blood-spitting ; in almost all of which 
the patients had resided in that part of the building, the defects of which were 
pointed out by the President in his report of last year, and in which it is intended 
to remedy those defects by the works at present in progress. In reply to. our 
inquiry, how many students have been ordained priests since the last visitation ? 
the President stated that 47 students had received priesthood during the past 
year, 27 at the general ordination, and 20 at various times during the session ; 
and that four Dunboyne students, who had been priests, were called to their 
respective dioceses at different periods during the year ; making a total of 51 
priests who have been summoned to the mission by their Bishops since the last 
visitation. 

We then proceeded to inspect the several departments of the college, the 
apartments of the students, and the general state of the building. This inspec- 
tion confirmed us in our opinion of the absolute necessity, not only for the 
comfort and health, but indeed for the lives of the students, of the projected 
improvements referred to by the President. 

With this exception, and that which regards the general health of the stu- 
dents, we considered the general condition of the college as very satisfactory. 

(signed) Leinster. 

Fingall. 

Rosse. 

D. R. Pigot , c.b. 
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